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History
Stills from our new series

Albert Speer
At the Nuremberg Trials, Albert Speer was convicted of 
‘war crimes’ and ‘crimes against humanity’ and sentenced 
to 20 years imprisonment, narrowly avoid the hangman. 
He has created much historical controversy, claiming total 
ignorance of the excesses of the Nazi regime, while at the 
same time being one of the most influential men in the 
Third Reich. Was he really the ‘Good Nazi’ as he portrayed 
himself?
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Health in Early Modern Britain
Between 1500 and 1700, people’s understanding of disease 
and medicine progressed. New approaches, particularly 
the scientific method, led to significant changes, including 
identifying how blood flowed around the body and the 
classification of diseases. However, elements of superstition 
and religious beliefs still prevailed in diagnoses and 
treatments. 
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Knowledge and understanding of the world progressed significantly between the 13th and 21st centuries. 
This series examines how this progression affected health, medicine and treatment of disease in Britain. 

• Comprehension Questions

• Linking Early Living Conditions

• Research Report – Key Figures

Additional Resources
• Stop the Plague – Persuasive Presentation

• Suggested Responses

• Transcript

Health in Industrial Britain
The Industrial Revolution brought about some important 
advancements. These included the understanding of: 
human physiology, diseases and their treatment, medicine, 
and medical procedures. This programme covers a range of 
important developments, including Pasteur’s germ theory, 
improvements in hospital care and the work of Florence 
Nightingale, the use of anaesthetics and vaccinations, and 
the Public Health Act of 1875.
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Britain’s Health through History
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Health in Medieval Britain
This programme examines health, medicine and surgery 
in Britain between 1250 and 1500, when knowledge and 
practices were largely based on superstition and untested 
theories such as the human body’s four humours. It also 
looks at the various causes wrongly attributed to the Black 
Death, which killed 1.5 million people. 
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• Source Analysis – The Black Death
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Health in Modern Britain
This programme explores developments in health and 
medicine during the 20th and 21st centuries. These include: 
diagnostics and x-rays, CT and MRI scans, the understanding 
of genetics and how it impacts individuals’ health, 
antibiotics, blood transfusions, insulin, and anti-histamines. 
It also looks at examples of legislation aimed at improving 
public health, and the development of the NHS. 
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Leon Trotsky
Leon Trotsky is considered one of the most controversial 
revolutionary figures of his time. Was he a practical 
revolutionary or a naive idealist? History records that Trotsky 
was a master theoretician, a skillful propagandist and a 
brilliant orator who was cast out of the very revolution he 
helped create.
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War in Indochina
The war in Vietnam, formerly part of French Indochina was 
at various periods an anti-colonial war, a civil war and a war 
between the ideologies of capitalism and communism, 
involving directly or indirectly the USA, the Soviet Union 
and the Peoples Republic of China. It was also the stage for 
the ‘first television war’.
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