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History

Investigating History

Duration: 37 Minutes
The Role of Historians and Archaeologists– This clip 
outlines how archaeologists and historians investigate 
the ancient past and conduct historical inquiries. First, 
an archaeologist demonstrates what happens at an 
excavation site, including the tools and processes used 
to uncover and record artefacts and the evidence of 
their use in the past. Next, an historian explains how he 
interprets clues provided by artefacts and additional 
archival material to develop an informed historical 
narrative. Important historical concepts of chronology, 
pre-historical time periods, change and continuity 
are included. Sources of Historical Evidence– This clip 
explores the range of sources that can be used in an 
historical investigation, including archaeological and 
written sources. We begin by looking at how artefacts 
are classified. The role of archival material from the 
event, as well as from other historical investigations or 
periods, is described. These sources are categorised 
as primary or secondary sources, and the benefits and 
limitations of each are considered. This resource will 
help viewers to understand how we study and interpret 
the past. Ancient Australia– This clip looks at sources 
of evidence for ancient Australia and what they reveal 
about Australia’s past. Archaeologists and historians rely 
on sites, artefacts, and oral histories as the key sources 
of historical information. As an example, valuable 
archaeological discoveries in Australia, some dating 
back more than 40, 0000 years, are chronologically 
sequenced. The significance of human remains, rock art 
sites and artefacts at Lake Mungo in New South Wales 
and Arnhem Land in the Northern Territory is explored 
in detail. Sources of evidence from post-European 
contact, such as paintings and anthropological 
documents are also discussed. This resource concludes 
by highlighting the importance of conserving the 
remains of the ancient past, particularly in Australia.



History

Japan Under the Shoguns

Duration: 19 Minutes
For nearly 700 years, Japan was ruled by a series of 
military leaders known as shoguns. The first half of this 
clip provides a chronological timeline of key events from 
the imperial Nara and Heian periods through to the 
three shogunates: Kamakura, Muromachi and Tokugawa. 
The second half looks at the way of life in shogunate 
Japan (social, cultural, political and economic). Social 
class hierarchy within this feudal system is explained, 
including the status and roles of Daimyos, Samurai and 
peasants. Examples of the strict edicts that impacted 
social class, religion and political conflict are given. Led 
by a Japanese presenter, artistic depictions from the era 
and easy to follow graphic timelines and maps tell the 
story of this important period in Japan’s history.

The Tokugawa Shogunate - Social and Foreign 
Policies

Duration: 17 Minutes
The last shogunate in Japan’s history, lasting more than 
250 years, was the Tokugawa Shogunate. It was a period 
of relative stability compared to previous shogunates, 
in part due to the strict social and foreign policies it is 
remembered for. This clip provides numerous examples 
of the social laws and codes that controlled all aspects 
of Japanese society, including those for Daimyo and 
Samurai. The foreign policy of ‘Sakoku’ (meaning ‘locked 
country’) is explored, looking at: trade limitations; 
removal of foreigners; reasons for the policy; and its 
eventual demise following Commander Matthew 
Perry’s visit in 1854. Led by a Japanese presenter, artistic 
depictions from the era and easy to follow graphic 
timelines and maps tell the story of this important 
period in Japan’s history.


